
Lesson 76

The Church at Antioch

The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great num ber of
peo ple believed and turned to the Lord.—Acts 11:21

Except for Jeru sa lem, the city of Antioch in Syria was the most
impor tant city in the his tory of the early church. The gos pel

mes sage brought there found many “hear ing ears” among the
Gen tiles. It was at Antioch that the fol low ers of Jesus were first
called Chris tians (Acts 11:26).

The Antioch church had sim ple arrange ments, much like those
prac ticed by Jesus and the apos tles. They met to grow in knowl -
edge, fel low ship, and to help each other in the Chris tian way. They 
helped send mis sion ar ies to other cit ies. Paul started his first and
sec ond mis sion ary jour neys from Antioch. His third jour ney also
started there but ended with his impris on ment in Jeru sa lem.

When the breth ren at Jeru sa lem heard of the grow ing num ber
of believ ers at Antioch, they were delighted. Ear lier, at the ston -
ing of Ste phen, some of Jesus’ fol low ers escaped to Anti och and
there they taught the peo ple about Jesus and the won der ful plan
of God.

Bar na bas was a good and faith ful min is ter to the church at
Antioch. He was a native of Cyprus, an island in the Med i ter ra -
nean Sea; he was a Levite and well-learned in the law. The name
Bar na bas means son of con so la tion or helper. He was a kind and
lov ing com forter who helped teach the new Chris tians. There
were so many who were hun gry for more knowl edge of the plan
of redemp tion that Bar na bas sent for the apos tle Paul, the best
teacher he knew (Acts 13:1-3; 15:36).
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Paul and Bar na bas were loved and respected by the Anti och
breth ren. The Jews, how ever, hated and per se cuted them. Not
long after this, ter ri ble per se cu tions were directed upon the Chris -
tians by the Roman emper ors who took plea sure in doing such
things just to relieve their bore dom!

God per mit ted these evil things to come upon the church to test 
their faith and loy alty to him. Such expe ri ences are needed by
those who fol low Jesus so that their char ac ters can be devel oped.

The expe ri ences of the church through out the Gos pel age often 
have been extremely cruel and dif fi cult, com ing in many dif fer ent 
forms. These expe ri ences also help the church become sym pa -
thetic with all who have gone through try ing and dif fi cult expe ri -
ences. It will give the church an under stand ing of and com pas sion 
for every one in the next age.

Roman emper ors took plea sure in per se cut ing Chris tians.
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